
2008 Referendum

Homer Township
Fire Protection District



What is a Referendum?
� A Referendum is the way by which taxing bodies (fire districts, park districts,
community colleges and other state-funded schools, libraries, townships, etc.) can
place a question on an election ballot for voter approval. Questions could include
requests for bonding authority for capital development projects, tax increases in
specific funds, such as the Education and/or Operations and Maintenance Funds, etc.



What Question Will Be on the
Ballot?
Shall the limiting rate under the Property Tax Extension Limitation 
Law for the Homer Township Fire Protection District, Will County, 
Illinois, be increased by an additional amount equal to .0204% 
above the limiting rate for levy year 2006 and be equal to .85% of 
the equalized assessed value of the taxable property for levy years 
2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011? 

 

YES 

 

  

NO 

 

 
 
 
 
  



How Much Will This Cost Me?
� In 2008 an increase of approximately $6.80 per $100,000 fair market value
� In 2009 an increase of approximately $7.36 per $100,000 fair market value
� In 2010 an increase of approximately $7.97 per $100,000 fair market value

� In 2011 an increase of approximately $8.63 per $100,000 fair market value

� Based upon an average annual percentage increase in the market value of property of 8.26% - for years
2009, 2010 and 2011.

� Our 2006 rate was .8883 (taxes payable 2007) our proposed 2007 rate .8500 (taxes payable 2008)

Annual Increase Increase Increase Estimated
Increase From From From Increase over life

Fair Market Value 2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 of Referendum
200,000.00$                       13.60$                1.12$               1.22$               1.32$             17.26$                    
300,000.00$                       20.40$                1.68$               1.83$               1.98$             25.89$                    
400,000.00$                       27.20$                2.24$               2.44$               2.64$             34.52$                    
500,000.00$                       34.00$                2.80$               3.05$               3.30$             43.15$                    
600,000.00$                       40.80$                3.36$               3.66$               3.96$             51.78$                    
700,000.00$                       47.60$                3.92$               4.27$               4.62$             60.41$                    
800,000.00$                       54.40$                4.48$               4.88$               5.28$             69.04$                    
900,000.00$                       61.20$                5.04$               5.49$               5.94$             77.67$                    

1,000,000.00$                    68.00$                5.60$               6.10$               6.60$             86.30$                    



Why?
� Increase of doing business

� Fuel
� Insurance
� Utilities
� Technology

� Unfunded Mandates
� Pension
� Tort Liability
� OSHA - Safety Requirements
� Office of the State Fire Marshal Requirements

� Increase in call volume
� Our calls went from 1,100 in 1995 to over 2,500 in 2006

� Our Comprehensive Five Year Plan shows the need for increased staffing and additional facilities within the next few years.

� ISO Rating
� Over the next five years we will submit for a new ISO Rating currently we are rated class 5, a reduction in this rating

will have a positive affect on your Homeowners Insurance.

� Passing this referendum will stabilize our rate and the projected EAV and anticipated growth will help subsidize our future.



Our Boundaries

� 147th Street to the North
� Will-Cook Road to the East
� Township Line to the South
� Farrell Road 159th to 147th then I-355 to

Township Line





CALL VOLUME

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Station 1 566 532 590 691 633 853 1010 1129 1212 1315 1400
Station 2 556 562 635 683 746 692 608 656 596 666 734
Station 3 87 263 312 448 452
Total 1122 1094 1225 1374 1379 1545 1705 2048 2120 2429 2586
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EAV History

� Average Increase from 2002-2006 = 11.4%

� We are using a 9% increase factor to estimate the EAV for 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011.

EAV History Percentage Increase
2002 338,018,463.00$      
2003 369,875,373.00$      9.425%
2004 415,703,078.00$      12.390%
2005 472,692,537.00$      13.709%
2006 541,937,542.00$      14.649%

Estimated EAV         2007 580,000,000.00$      7.023%
2008 632,200,000.00$      9%
2009 689,090,000.00$      9%
2010 751,100,000.00$      9%
2011 818,699,000.00$      9%



What Have You Done to Save
Taxpayer Dollars?

� The Homer Township Fire Protection District has consistently worked to relieve as much of the financial burden
from our taxpayers as possible; while the need for growth and expansion has never been greater. We have saved
money through creative Intergovernmental Agreements, Impact Fees, sought out grant funding, used cooperative
purchasing of land and equipment, process our own payroll, employ an in-house mechanic and billing personnel.
Listed below are examples of some of the ways we have worked to lessen the burden on our Tax-Payers.

� The Homer Township Fire Protection District has secured the following Grants over the last several years and has
applied for more we will find out in 2008 if we are a recipient.

� Grants Received ------- Grants Applied For -------
    $350,000 - Fire Station # 3                                       $948,825 – SAFER Federal Grant for Personnel
     $ 40,000 – New Rescue Equipment  $  95,000 – Communications Equipment
      $40,000 - New Rescue Equipment  $  44,000 – EMS Cots
    $360,000 – New Equipment & Safety Gear                       $    9,300 – IPRF Safety Coating for Bay Floors

      $  7,800 – Water Rescue Equipment  $  13,000 – Will County 911

     $797,800 – Total  to Date  $  10,000 – FEMA Fire Prevention & Safety
                   $ 1,120,125 – Total Applied For

� Purchased a new Tower Ladder (Quint) Vehicle for $800,000, this combination vehicle replaces a truck and an
engine with the savings to the District of over $300,000 for the vehicle and we will continue to save through reduced
maintenance, fuel and insurance costs by using a combination vehicle.



How Will You Spend the
Additional Funds?
� We plan to use these funds to gradually hire additional personnel over the next five years,

build a new fire station and training center due to the tremendous growth we anticipate in
the next several years and most importantly maintain the level of service we have today.

The Five Year Plan Goals:
2008 - Add 3 Replacement Firefighter Paramedics and 6 New Firefighter Paramedics
2009 - Add 6 New Firefighter Paramedics, 1 Fire Inspector and an Administrative Assistant

2010 - Add 9 New Firefighter Paramedics
2011 - Add 6 New Firefighter Paramedics



In Conclusion:

� We are asking for a
quarter of a penny
increase

� Please Vote on
February 5, 2008

������



Questions?

� Please submit questions to Fire Chief Michael Schofield by phone (815) 838-0250 or
by e-mail chiefschofield@homerfire.org


